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Doing our research
Work and Purpose

Karl has been busy contacting local 

employers and advice providers 

about employment policy and law.

We also asked employment support 

providers what they offer and how they work 

to move people on to paid employment.



Realise Futures
Support into Employment

Support can be accessed through a 

personal budget or the Work Choice 

programme.

Realise Futures offer support from 

employment advisors and therapeutic 

placements to learn new skills.



Realise Futures
Support into Employment

Their employment advisors can 

support someone in their new 

workplace as a job coach.

Their employment advisors have made links 

with Costa, Primark, John Lewis and local 

employers.



Avenues
Independence Support

Avenues support people to become 

more independent, including support 

with finding employment.

They can offer travel training, support with 

CV writing and interview skills, and on the job 

coaching.



Avenues
Independence Support

Avenues have referred people to 

therapeutic placements, but not 

supported anyone to progress from one.

Avenues pride themselves on taking a 

person centred approach to all of their 

reviews and assessments.



United Response
Social Enterprises

United Response offer employability skills 

support through their social enterprises.

Someone can access this support by using 

their personal budget.



United Response
Social Enterprises

People are supported to run their own 

social enterprise, there is also support 

with developing soft skills.

United Response can also offer a job coach 

to support someone at a work trial or when 

they first start their job.



Volunteering Matters
Volunteering Opportunities

Volunteering Matters offer inclusive 

volunteer placements on lots of different 

projects.

Recently they have been looking for learning 

mentors to work with young people with 

Special Educational Needs.



Volunteering Matters
Volunteering Opportunities

A learning mentor supports a young 

person to enter further education or 

employment.

They can support with travel training, life skills 

and in lessons provided by Volunteering 

Matters.



West Suffolk College
Supported Internships

West Suffolk College offer supported 

internships for young people with an 

Education, Health and Care Plan.

There are currently 15 students and so far 3 

have found paid employment through the 

course.



West Suffolk College
Supported Internships

The college offer job coaches, can talk 

to employers about reasonable 

adjustments.

They also provide support with travel training 

and classroom sessions to develop Maths, 

English and employability skills.



Shaw Trust
Support into Employment

The Shaw Trust programme offers work 

experience, skills development and 

support to actively look for work.

At the moment people cannot self-refer. A 

“professional” must do this for a person. We 

are talking to them about this.



Citizens Advice Bureau
Benefits and Employment Policies

The Citizens Advice Bureau can support 

someone to know their rights about 

benefits and employment policies.

They support people to understand the 

Equality Act, Employment Support 

Allowance and consider Access to Work.

MY RIGHTS



Healthwatch Suffolk
Employment Policies

Andy, the CEO of Healthwatch Suffolk 

introduced us to lots of the people we 

met when doing this research.

He also went away to make sure that 

provisions to support people with disabilities 

were in their own employment policies.


