
Suffolk Learning Disability 
Partnership Board

Minutes 22nd February 2022
Zoom, 10:30pm – 12:30pm

Working to achieve the vision of people with learning 
disabilities living good ordinary lives as part of their 
community, with the right support, at the right time, 
from the right people.
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Board members present 

Jonathan Chew
Ace Anglia Support

Vimmi Hayes
Head of service 

development and 
Contacts –Specialist 

support team 
Allison Sadler

Transformation Programme 
manager

Kate Chate
Parent/family Carer 

Representative 

Ian Dunstan
Self- Advocate

David Hill
Ace Anglia/SLDP Website

Boo Dendy
Business Development & 

Operations
Manager, Leading Lives

Kat Murray
ACE Anglia

Scott Pomroy
IESCCG

Andrea Clark
Chair

Sarah Nasmyth-Miller
Assistant Director MH & LD

Izzie Akers
ACE Anglia

Stephanie Baker
Learning Disabilities

Specialist  Nurse
Colchester Hospital 

Wendy Scott 
Head of Quality: Mental 

Health, Learning 
Disability and Autism
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Apologies

Stella Frangleton
Diverse Communities 

Advisor
Suffolk constabulary 

Phil Robbins
Care

Andrew Regent
Orwell Housing Association 

Karen Andrew
Skills for care

Guests

Roger Blake 
Learning Disabilities and 

Autism
Specialist  Nurse (Ipswich 

Hospital)

Dion Allen
Provider Rep

United Response

Catharine Mather 
Consensus Support

Sally Ryan 
LD Specialist Nurse

Dr Mashbileg Maidrag 
Consultant in Public Health

Public Health Suffolk

Helen Benson 
Specialty Registrar in Public 

Health
East of England Deanery
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Item 1: Welcome and 
Introductions

Andrea welcomed everyone to the 
Partnership Board Meeting.

Andrea asked the members to 
introduce themselves.  
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Ian said that we are turning a corner 
as lots of people have been 
vaccinated.

He can do more.

Item 2: Updates from board 
members

Sarah thanked Ian and said during the 
past two years social work teams had 
to work in a different way. 

Sarah is beginning to sees some green 
shoots emerging and the teams 
getting back to working in business-
as-usual mode. 
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But we've got to get back to working 
in ways we were before, but without 
losing some of the benefits of the last 
two years.

The board discussed a hybrid 
approach to the future of meetings.

It has been easier to get people 
together over the last 2 years on virtual 
meetings as we have not had to worry 
about parking or booking rooms.

We've got to be cautious about, going 
forward. 
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Vimmi spoke about the benefits to 
online meetings. 

Her team love the online format and 
she prefers face to face. 

Andrea and Kat spoke about how ACE 
Anglia will be offering a hybrid offer for 
those who prefer the online approach 
but giving people the choice.

it's really interesting to see how people 
feel they'd like to work in the future.

We agreed to continue running the 
board meetings online and monitor 
board members’ preferences. 
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He told us that for some support 
workers there is no working from home.

Some staff have identified that they 
are really much more confident 
learning online and find the classroom 
much more intimidating.

Boo talked about staff development 
and learning.

Boo said Leading Lives are looking at a 
blended approach using online and 
face to face. 
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Andrea explained that a lot of the 
people ACE work with have learned 
new skills that they didn't have before. 

Andrea asked if this conversation 
could be discussed within contracts.

ACE think it would be an absolute 
travesty, if people were to lose those 
skills.

Technology has enabled employees to 
find a more comfortable way to 
develop their skills.
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Wendy agreed that we do not want to 
lose the bended approach. 

Sarah said that the blended approach 
has got to be the way forward.

A blended approach saves a lot of 
time and has a lot of benefits around 
how health services are delivered.

This new way of working and supporting
people needs to be kept alive and not 
lost.
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Andrea spoke about the Talk Tech 
2022 and how this would be an ideal 
opportunity to open this up to a bigger 
conversation at the conference.

It was agreed by the board that this 
was a great opportunity to bring this as 
an agenda item to Talk Tech 2022.

Talk Tech 2022 is taking place on 
Friday 15th July at The University of 
Suffolk.

it's worth us thinking about doing some 
sort of an exercise, to find out what 
those benefits have been over the last 
two years for people using services. 
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Item 3: Suffolk Learning 
Disabilities Needs 
assessment 

Dr Mashbileg Maidrag and Helen 
Benson Introduced themselves to the 
board.

Dr Mashbileg Maidrag is a Consultant
in Public Health.

Sarah Suggested that we link in 
with Kevin Skirrow Digital Care Advisor 
as part of the co-production of Talk 
Tech.

Hello
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Mash and Helen presented The 
Learning Disability Needs assessment 
2021.

Please see attachment.

The board had lots of question about 
the needs assessment.

Please see attachment for answers 
from Mash and Helen.

Mash finished by thanking David for 
making the presentation accessible as 
it’s a very complex and wordy 
document.

Helen Benson is a Specialty Registrar in 
Public Health.
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Next on the agenda was boo who 
wanted to discuss what the best way 
was to feed information into the 
Provider Forum.

Item 4: Learning Disability 
Providers’ Involvement and 
Information

Boo felt that Providers lack knowledge 
about the strategy.

Kate asked might it be a good idea to 
have a Rep from the Partnership Board 
who could take information to the 
Provider Forum.
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Kate said that there is a similar 
conversation around family carers NOT
always having information about the 
strategy.

Vimmi said that we need to keep films
and stories so people are aware.

How can we support and advocate
this for family carers?

The Provider Forum Rep also feedback
to the Partnership Board.

?
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This will make sure people and family 
carers they support are aware of the 
strategy. 

Kate said that these resources should 
be shared by Providers. 
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Item 5: My Health Focus 
Group with Wendy Scott

Wendy fed back about the My Health 
Focus Group.

Wendy said there were lots of 
interesting conversations and 
information about how we move the 
focus group forward.

Andrea said that there will be a live 
launch of the Suffolk Joint Learning 
Disability Strategy.
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Each Focus group will have its own
presence at the event.

The live launch event will be at Suffolk 
People First on Friday 27th May at 
Kesgrave.

Book you place now at:
https://tinyurl.com/SuffolkPFMay2022

Book

https://tinyurl.com/SuffolkPFMay2022
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Item 6: Any other business

Andrea asked everyone if there was 
any other business.

There was NO other business.

Andrea then closed the members to 
introduce themselves.  



Online
suffolkordinarylives.co.uk

Email
info@suffolkordinarylives.co.uk

For more information

Follow us

@suffolkLDP

This document was produced in easy-read by Ace Anglia, 
Accessible Information. www.aceanglia.com

http://www.aceanglia.com/

